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Template for project description - applications for research funding from Samarbeidsorganet
All applications sent to Samarbeidsorganet must follow the template for project description.

	Format requirements:
	- Language: The project description must be written in English
	- Length: maximum of 10 A4 pages including figures, tables and reference list 
	- Font: use equivalent to Calibri 11 pt or Times New Roman 12 pt, single line spacing, minimum 2 cm margins. Font 9 can be used for the list of references and any text in figures

1. Project title
The project title must reflect the content of the project. The title cannot exceed 150 characters.

The project summary/abstract should only be filled out in its own text field in the application form in eSøknad [max. 1500 characters/200 words].
2. Scientific background and significance
Provide a focused description of the project’s scientific background and describe the knowledge needs and challenges that justify the initiation of the project.  State the overall project objectives and aims in the context of knowledge needs.
2.1 Benefits for treatment of patients and next of kin [in eSøknad only]
In the application form in eSøknad, you must describe the significance of the project or its benefits regarding patient treatment, both in the short and long term. Additionally, explain how the project can help prevent diseases and/or improve the organizational structure and quality of the health services. [max 3000 characters / 400 words]. Describe specifically whom the research will affect and how the results of the work may be useful. You may give an elaborate account of this in the project description if necessary.
3. Research questions, aims and objectives
The main research question(s) should be presented clearly. The main and secondary aims should be briefly stated in the online application form and further elaborated here. The objectives should be clearly defined, concrete and verifiable. Any results expected during the project period should also be entered here.
In applications for doctoral and postdoctoral fellowships, clearly state the fellow's contributions in the project.
4. Approach
Describe the overall strategy, methodology and analyses to be used to accomplish the specific aims of the project.
4.1. Methods, analyses and technologies
Describe the experimental design and choice of specified scientific methods, why they are suited to resolving hypotheses and/or specific issues and how they will achieve robust results. Describe plans to address weaknesses and alternative risk management strategies for the proposed project. Include how the data will be collected, analysed and interpreted.
For trials that randomize groups or deliver interventions to groups, describe how your study design, methods for analysis, and sample size are appropriate for your plans for participant assignment and intervention delivery. Explain how relevant biological variables, such as sex, are incorporated into research designs, patient stratification and analyses.  
4.2. Participants, organisation and collaborations
Include an overview of the project participants and their roles, organisation and collaboration as well as a description of:
· Competence of the research group relevant to carrying out the project
· Scope of any collaborations. These can be external, regional, national or international 
· How the teaching environment facilitates completion of any PhD fellowships 
All active partners in the project should also be listed in the online application form.

4.3. Plan for activities, visibility and dissemination
An activity plan with clear milestones should be entered in the online application form. The project plan and milestones supporting an efficient realisation of the project can be elaborated further in this section. Include information on visibility and any plans for dissemination of results.
4.4. Potential for implementation and innovation
Provide a description of the potential for implementing and/or translating results from the research project into clinical practice within a realistic time frame, and how you can contribute to implementation. Please also describe any dependencies, e.g. the development of competence and/or technology in other areas, which will contribute to implementation of the results of the project.  If relevant, describe the innovation potential of the project. 
4.5 Budget [in eSøknad only]
The budget must be included in the application form eSøknad and provide a good overview of the financial framework for the project. The budget must be consistent with the goals and content of the project. If some of the project expenses are (sought) covered by other funding sources, you should register these to illustrate the scope of the project.
5. User involvement
Please describe your plan for user involvement. Please refer to Nasjonal veileder for brukermedvirkning I helseforskning I spesialisthelsetjenesten for guidelines. 
· How are users involved in the planning of the project and how will they be involved in carrying out the project and disseminating the results? 
If you do not regard user participation as relevant, you must explain why.
6. Ethics
Explain any ethical issues associated with the research project, and how you will be dealing with these in this project. If there are no ethical issues, you must account for this. 
7. References
The references included must cite up to date and relevant literature that supports the subject content of the project.
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